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Local student awarded S20K

ROMNALD DERDSA
Hegister Citizan Staft

TORRINGTON — A local student
has been selected to receive a 320,000
srholarship from a national organiza-
ton.

Victoria L. Measles was

selected by the Horatio EEE‘F |
Asgociation of Distinguished

Amencans o receive the |
National Scholarship Award. |§
Measles was chosen becanse [=
she had overeame great ohsta-
cles in her life while demon-
strating a strength of character,
a commitment to pursue col-
lege and a desire to contribute
10 sociely, (he organization said.

Belng able to receive the award was
a “huge surprise,” Measles said.

“I feel so lucky to get it," she said.
“I didn't expect it.. 50 many people
applied for it.”

Measles was one of two recipienta
of the scholarship in (he state, and one
of 104 throughout the country. She is
scheduled to go on an all-expense-paid
trip to Washington, D.C., from April 1
to April & to receive the award.

In the nation's capital, Measles will

join other recipients of the scholar
ship in listening to speeches of fomer
members and parake in the formal
award ceremony. The organization
provides nearly 37 million in annual
awards for need based students.

Measles is the sister of
Marvann Measles, who was
murdered in 1997 at age 13,

A Tomington Iligh School
W senior, Measles is a heavily
artive in the theater scene at
both school and the Warner
.| Theatre. She has held star roles
in “Kiss Me Hate,” “Taming
of the Shrew,” “Peter Pan,”
“Cinderalla® and “The Skin of
Our Teeth.”

Opening in May, she will star as
Gretehen in “Seussical the Musical.”

Measles is part of the Thespian
Troupe No. 611, the Chamber Choir,
Interact Club and Sehool Set Design,
Measles also actively volunteers for
OFZANIZATIONS Such as e Pemguin
Plunge and the Salvation Anny.

Apart from school and theater, she
also works during evenings at Collee
House Plus.

“I think I'm pretty self-made when
it comes to getting money for myself,

doing the whole college thing,” she
sail.

Measles noted that she's the first
one in her family to attend college, [er
top choices are Fordham and Pace,
and while she has yet to hear from
Fordham, Pace has already offered
her a S15(KM academic scholarship.
Fordlym, however, is still the top
choice, she saicdl.

Despite the seemingly endless pro-
cess of applying to college, (e applica-
tion to the Horatio Alger Scholarship
process ook more lime, she sl
Short essays, recommendations and
transcripis were required,

“They asked you net only about

yourself, but personal questions about
your past,” she said. “How much in
your life von have had to deal with,
and how you overcame any of those
things.”
Meazles plans on continuing theater
by taking it up as a major. She hopes
also th do Inemships and o sy
ahroad in England and France, where
she can use her proficient knowledge
of French, she sad.

Kowald Defosa can be veacld by
panail af forringlon@pegistereitizen,
COnL.



