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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

I am honored to serve as the Association’s president for the next two years. I assumed this role when 
Barbara Barrett, the newly elected president of the Association, was confirmed by the U.S. Senate 
as Secretary of the U.S. Air Force. We all join in wishing Barbara every success in leading this vital 
branch of the Unites States Armed Forces.

It is my privilege to introduce to you in this issue the 2020 Class of Horatio Alger Award recipients. 
This diverse group of leaders will demonstrate—through their l ife stories—that the way forward 
to the heights of success is through personal determination, grit, and just plain hard work. Those 
who nominated these exceptional Awardees will give us a preview in the next few pages of how 
perseverance played a role in getting our honorees to where they are today, at the top of their 
career fields. 

Walter Scott, Jr., is featured on the cover of this issue because he has done so much to expand 
our scholarship programs, helping us to reach more deserving young people in their quest for a 
brighter future. He was the first to establish our State Scholarship Program, which is now available 
in every state, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. He ensured that our programs would go 
on in perpetuity by establishing the Horatio Alger Endowment Fund. Walter’s efforts in this arena 
enabled us to build our fund to $250 mill ion. Now—with his leadership—we are working toward a 
new goal of adding another $250 mill ion to the fund for a total of $500 mill ion by the Association’s 
75th anniversary in 2022. Walter also saw a need that we could fulfi l l  and created the Horatio 
Alger Career and Technical Scholarship Program, which works with community colleges to help 
young people seeking associate’s degrees or certification in a particular field of endeavor. In 2017, 
the Association presented Walter with an award named in his honor—the Walter Scott Visionary 
Leadership Award—in recognition for the many ways he has advanced our mission. Through Walter’s 
efforts, the Association is reaching those who most need help in achieving their dreams. While we 
are awarding more scholarships than ever before, it is important to measure our influence. This 
issue’s cover story, “Our Impact,” which features an interview with Walter Scott, answers these 
central questions:

• Why is it important to support the Association’s scholarship programs?

• Are we making a significant difference in the lives of the young people whom we support     
  with our scholarships?

Of course, our ultimate success as an organization depends on the active involvement of our 
membership. In the column “Philanthropy Philosophy,” Steve Durham—a longtime friend to the 
Association—tells us why he has stayed involved with the Association beyond the passing of his 
father, Horatio Alger Member Charles Durham. He has a unique perspective, and I think you will 
especially enjoy reading his thoughts on the importance of active participation.

We have many exciting events coming, which offer opportunities for involvement, such as the 2020 
Awards events, and this year’s Membership and Board of Directors Meeting in San Diego. Be sure to 
mark your calendars to be with us as we make a positive impact on young people looking to improve 
their l ives through education. Remember, by providing Horatio Alger scholarships, we are opening a 
door on the American Dream. That is a worthy mission.

Janet, my wife and Life Partner, and I are looking forward to helping this organization build on all 
that has been achieved thus far. As Walter Scott says, “We must look to the future and plan for it.”

JAMES F. DICKE II (‘15) 
PRESIDENT  Janet and James F. Dicke II



April 2–4, 2020 • Washington, D.C.

THURSDAY, APRIL 2

4:00–6:00 pm 
INAUGURAL CEREMONY 
U.S. Supreme Court

6:00–6:45 pm 
RECEPTION 
National Portrait Gallery

6:45–9:30 pm 
INAUGURAL DINNER 
National Portrait Gallery

FRIDAY, APRIL 3

8:00–9:15 am 
MEET THE NATIONAL  
SCHOLARS BREAKFAST
The Ritz-Carlton

As we carry out our mission, we hope all Members, Life Partners, and Friends
will be with us to welcome the newest class of distinguished Members and

National Scholars from the United States and Canada.

FRIDAY, APRIL 3, CONT. 

10:30 pm–12:00 am 
HORATIO ALGER AWARDS  
RECEPTION 
The Ritz-Carlton

SATURDAY, APRIL 4

8:30–10:15 am 
BREAKFAST SALUTING THE  
NATIONAL SCHOLARS 
The Ritz-Carlton

Schedule of Events

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 73RD ANNUAL 

 HORATIO ALGER AWARDS

FRIDAY, APRIL 3, CONT. 

9:30–10:00 am 
NETWORKING WITH SCHOLARS 
The Ritz-Carlton

10:00–2:00 pm 
NEW MEMBERS FORUM AND 
LUNCHEON 
The Ritz-Carlton

6:00–10:15 pm  
73RD ANNUAL HORATIO ALGER 
AWARDS INDUCTION CEREMONY 
DAR Constitution Hall



CONTENTS

25
FIVE MINUTES 
WITH… 
BARBARA BARRETT

4
MEET THE 
NEW MEMBER 
CLASS OF 2020

40
PHILANTHROPY 
PHILOSOPHY 
STEVEN DURHAM

35
CANADA: A DECADE
OF ACHIEVEMENT

Also in this issue

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

COVER STORY—OUR IMPACT

MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITIES 

FOCUS ON A SPECIALIZED 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

IN THE NEWS

SOCIAL MEDIA ROUNDUP

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

IN TRIBUTE

FUTURE EVENTS

20

27

42

43

46

48

44
49

Chairman Emeritus Dennis Washington and 
HAAC President Prem Watsa discuss with 
Ben Mulroney the creation of the HAAC.



Get to know these 14 inspiring men and women and learn 
why they were chosen for membership, as told by their 
nominating sponsors.
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NOMINATED BY 
WILLIAM J. DORÉ 
2000 HORATIO ALGER MEMBER

I am proud to nominate Dr. 
James Andrews who is a legend 
in his field of orthopedic 
surgery. Jim, like most Horatio 

Alger Members, began life in 
humble circumstances. He was 

born in Louisiana during World War II 
and grew up on a farm with his mother 
and grandparents while his father 
was serving overseas. He worked on 
the farm in his childhood and later 
worked in a dry-cleaning shop. An avid 
athlete, he made it an early goal to 
become a sports doctor. He earned his 
undergraduate and graduate degrees 
from Louisiana State University and 
completed his residency training at 
Tulane Medical School. Over the 

years, Jim has become internationally 
known for his skills as a surgeon. His 
prestigious patients’ list includes Bo 
Jackson, Troy Aikman, Drew Brees, 
Emmitt Smith, Roger Clemens, Charles 
Barkley, and Jack Nicklaus. Jim has the 
heart and compassion of a champion. 
He has long served as a mentor to 
athletes and doctors, and he will be 
a strong supporter of all the Horatio 
Alger Association does for young 
people through scholarships and 
mentoring. With a personal philosophy 
of “never look back and wonder what 
if or if only,” Jim’s commitment and 
determination took him to the heights 
in his significant career.

DR. JAMES 
R. ANDREWS

Orthopaedic Surgeon, Andrews Institute
Chairman, Andrews Research & Education Foundation

Chairman, American Sports Medicine Institute
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NOMINATED BY  
HARRY S. PATTEN

2011 HORATIO ALGER 
MEMBER

I have known Art Falcone for many 
years, both as a businessman and 
as a philanthropist. In my opinion, 
Art exemplifies the quintessential 
Horatio Alger Member. He grew up 
facing economic adversity and came 
to learn the meaning of hard work 
quickly. Though money was tight in 
his household, his policeman father 
was appointed to lead the police 
Boys Club and demonstrated giving 
back by becoming a mentor to 
disadvantaged youth. Art entered the 
business world at age 19 and soon 
became the youngest franchisee for 
McDonald’s. Eventually Art became 
a real estate developer and built his 
business, Transeastern Properties, 
into the largest private homebuilding 

company in the country. Today 
Art continues to develop major 
real estate projects through his 
private equity firm. A dedicated 
philanthropist, Art funded the 
Falcone Family Biz Town, as 
part of the JA World Huizenga 
Center. This entity serves more than 
56,000 students from Broward County, 
Florida, with a day of experiential 
financial learning. Art has also given 
generously, both financially and with 
his time, to causes related to children, 
healthcare, and education. Art has 
expressed to me that he is inspired by 
the Horatio Alger Association and its 
mission. I’m sure he will be a dedicated 
and active member.

ARTHUR 
J. FALCONE
CEO & Chairman
Falcone Group
Co-Founder & Managing Principal
Encore Capital Management
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NOMINATED BY 
LEON G. COOPERMAN  
2015 HORATIO ALGER MEMBER

I have known Mario Gabelli personally 
and professionally for more than 
a half-century and strongly 
believe that in both spheres he 

embodies the Horatio Alger qualities 
of perseverance, integrity, and 
excellence. His parents were Italian 
immigrants who settled in the Bronx, 
where Mario’s father worked as a cook. 
At the age of five, Mario retrofitted 
an old army ammunition box into a 
shoe-shine kit and then walked on his 
own all over the Bronx plying his trade. 
He achieved a degree in accounting 
from Fordham University’s School of 
Business, graduating with honors. 
Always a hard worker, he paid for his 

education selling seeds, Christmas 
cards, and ads. With the help of a 
scholarship, he attended Columbia 
Business School, earning his MBA 
in 1965. After 10 years working as 
an equity analyst, he formed Gabelli 
& Co., a brokerage house. A year 
later, he founded GAMCO Investors, 
which today is a diversified financial 
services company that manages in 
excess of $30 billion and employs 250 
people. Mario is as involved with his 
philanthropic efforts as he is with his 
business. Education is a major interest 
for him, and I believe he will be a 
wonderful asset to our Horatio Alger 
membership.

MARIO 
J. GABELLI
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
GAMCO Investors, Inc.
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NOMINATED BY  
SERGE GODIN 
2015 HORATIO ALGER MEMBER

I am proud to sponsor the 
nomination of Christiane Germain. 

Her personal qualities of 
perseverance, determination, 

and strength make her the 
quintessential nominee for 

Horatio Alger membership. Born 
in Quebec to entrepreneurial 

parents, Christiane and her brother 
grew up helping in the family-owned 
restaurant. As young adults, Christiane 
and her brother developed a plan 
to open a boutique hotel—the first 
of its kind—in Quebec City in 1988. 
At the time, she knew nothing about 
the hotel industry, but 30 years later, 
Group Germain includes 18 properties 
in seven Canadian provinces. The 

organization is ranked as one of 
Canada’s 50 best managed companies, 
and Christiane has been singled out 
for the Canadian Women Award 
for Excellence in Entrepreneurship. 
Christiane accomplished her business 
success all while raising her daughter 
on her own. It was not all smooth 
sailing for Christiane over the years, but 
she followed her instincts and believed 
in her dreams. Today she is an ardent 
encourager of local entrepreneurs 
and is deeply involved in a number 
of charities that are important to her. 
I believe that Christiane will be an 
excellent addition to the Horatio Alger 
Association.

CHRISTIANE 
GERMAIN
Co-Founder & Co-President
Germain Hotels
Member, Order of Canada
Member, Order of Quebec

INTERNATIONAL HORATIO ALGER AWARD RECIPIENT
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NOMINATED BY 
ROBERT J. BROWN  

1990 HORATIO ALGER MEMBER

I was first introduced to Stedman 
Graham and Oprah Winfrey (‘93) in 
the home of Association Member 
Maya Angelou (‘92). I was immediately 
impressed with his magnetic people 
skills and his quick intelligence. Two 
weeks after my first meeting with 
Stedman, he came to work with me, 
as a vice president of B&C Associates, 
Inc., and we were off on our first trip 
together to Africa and Europe. The 
oldest of six children, two of which 
were special needs, Stedman grew 
up in New Jersey in a family with 
limited resources. He earned degrees 
from Hardin-Simmons University in 
1974 and a master’s degree from 
Ball State University in 1979.  In 

1988, he founded S. Graham 
and Associates, a corporate 
and educational consulting 
firm. For more than 30 years, 
Stedman has been a writer of 
books and a college lecturer 
and has worked with and 
trained thousands of young people 
in various countries around the world, 
such as South Africa, China, and 
Holland. Included in the many books 
that he has written are two New York 
Times best sellers and a Wall Street 
Journal best seller. Both Members 
and Scholars have much we can learn 
from this generous man who says, 
“Individuals should not be defined by 
their circumstances, but only by their 
possibilities.”

STEDMAN
GRAHAM
Chairman and CEO
S. Graham & Associates



 WINTER 2020  |  THE FORUM  11

NOMINATED BY  
LEE R. ANDERSON, SR.

2014 HORATIO ALGER 
MEMBER

Bob McDonald is the definition of 
grit and determination. Born in Gary, 
Indiana, across from the Calumet River 
and the steel mills, Bob dreamed of a 
bigger life of service. In the sixth grade, 
he decided to pursue an appointment 
to the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, which he achieved in 1971. An 
able student and athlete, he quickly 
rose to the top of his class. Following 
graduation in 1975, Bob served in the 
U.S. Army for five years, attaining the 
rank of captain and earning an MBA 
from the University of Utah in 1978. He 
began his 33-year career with Procter 
& Gamble (P&G) in 1980 and accepted 
assignments around the world as he 

climbed the corporate ladder. He 
attained the position of chief 
operating officer in 2007, and 
shortly thereafter he was 
elected as the chairman and 
chief executive officer. 
He retired from P&G 
in 2013. The following 
year, he served his 
country once again when he 
was appointed U.S. Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs, a position 
he held admirably for three years. I 
came to know Bob through his many 
philanthropic efforts, and I am honored 
to nominate this great American to the 
Horatio Alger Association.

ROBERT A.
MCDONALD
8th Secretary 
Department of Veterans Affairs
Retired Chairman, President, and CEO
The Procter & Gamble Company
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NOMINATED BY 
JAMES M. SENEFF, JR. 
2010 HORATIO ALGER MEMBER

I first met Steve Reinemund in 
the early 1970s when I was in the 
Army and he was serving with 
the Marine Corps, and we were 

both stationed in Washington, 
D.C. He has been a trusted friend 

ever since. Steve’s life and career 
embody the Horatio Alger stories of 
family, faith, work, and service. When 
Steve was only six, his father died 
suddenly, leaving his mother, who had 
previously not worked, to support 
three children, all of whom worked to 
help as much as they could. A strong 
leader in high school, Steve achieved 
an appointment to the U.S. Naval 
Academy. After serving for five years in 
the Marine Corps, including spending 
two years as a social aide to President 

Richard Nixon and achieving the rank 
of captain, he earned his MBA—on 
scholarship—from the University of 
Virginia. His highly successful corporate 
career included serving as CEO of Pizza 
Hut, president and CEO of Frito-Lay, 
and chairman and CEO of PepsiCo. 
After retiring from PepsiCo in 2007, 
he became dean of the Wake Forest 
University School of Business, where 
he helped to raise $74 million for the 
school and increased student enroll-
ment by 50 percent. Steve embodies 
the qualities of perseverance, integrity, 
and excellence and will greatly en-
hance the Horatio Alger membership.

STEVEN 
S REINEMUND

Retired Dean of Business
Wake Forest University

Retired Chairman & CEO
PepsiCo
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NOMINATED BY  
LINDA D. RABBITT 
2016 HORATIO ALGER MEMBER

I met Horacio Rozanski a number 
of years ago when a group of 
like-minded CEOs gathered 
regularly to discuss business 
issues of the day. His amazing life 
story impressed me, and we have 
been friends ever since. Born in 
Argentina, Horacio was raised 

during a turbulent and difficult time 
in a country ruled by a brutal military 
dictatorship. Often his education was 
interrupted by bomb threats, protests, 
and strikes. Horacio began his college 
education at the University of Buenos 
Aires, but he immigrated to the United 
States at the age of 19. He received 
a partial scholarship to the University 
of Wisconsin, where he worked on 

campus to help cover his remaining 
costs. He graduated summa cum laude 
and then earned his MBA with high 
honors from the University of Chicago. 
He interned with Booz Allen, joined 
the company, and became a partner 
by the time he was 31. A proven 
visionary, he became CEO in 2015. 
Horacio Rozanski is an extraordinary 
individual with an impressive record 
of achievements, intellect, work ethic, 
character, leadership, humility, and 
selflessness. These are the qualities 
that define Horatio Alger membership, 
and I am honored to nominate him for 
the Horatio Alger Award.

HORACIO 
D. ROZANSKI

President and Chief Executive Officer
Booz Allen Hamilton, Inc.
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NOMINATED BY 
JOSEPH GRANT 

2010 HORATIO  
ALGER MEMBER

It is my honor to nominate G. Brint 
Ryan for Horatio Alger membership. 
His life story is what the American 
Dream represents for all of us. Brint 
grew up in a small town in Texas, the 
son of teenage parents. Unfortunately, 
his home life was adversely affected 
by his parents’ use of alcohol. Their 
lives were chaotic and often violent. 
Eventually, in his twenties, Brint lost 
his mother and almost lost his sister in 
separate alcohol-related automobile 
accidents. After those experiences, he 
vowed to never drink again. Despite his 
difficulties at home, Brint was a diligent 
student. He worked as a grocery 
bagger and night manager to fund his 

way through the University of North 
Texas, where he graduated with a 
combined BS and MS degree in 
accounting. After working as a 
tax specialist, he founded Ryan, 
LLC in 1993, which today is the largest 
company dedicated to corporate tax 
services in the United States. Brint has 
never forgotten those who helped him 
in the past, and he is a generous donor 
to the University of North Texas—
giving the school the largest donation 
ever to create the G. Brint Ryan 
College of Business. I feel confident 
that Brint will be an amazing Member, 
supporter, leader, and role model to 
our Horatio Alger Scholars.

G. BRINT RYAN
Founder, Chairman & CEO
Ryan, LLC
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NOMINATED BY 
JOSEPH GRANT 

2010 HORATIO  
ALGER MEMBER

NOMINATED BY  
V. PREM WATSA 

2012 HORATIO 
 ALGER MEMBER

Walter Schroeder embodies all that the 
Horatio Alger Association represents. 
He has overcome humble beginnings 
and much adversity to achieve great 
success in the business world. The 
son of immigrants, Walter grew up 
in poverty in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Education was important to his parents 
and he was encouraged to attend 
college. Walter attained his bachelor 
of commerce degree with honors 
from the University of Manitoba, and 
his MBA from McMaster University. 
After working for a credit agency for 
several years, Walter sketched out 
a plan for his own business while 
driving to Montreal on a family 
vacation. He developed the rating 
agency, DBRS, with less than $1,000. 
The company opened its first office, 

a tiny 1,500-square-foot office, in 
Toronto. Since those beginnings, 
DBRS has expanded to become 
the largest rating agency in 
Canada and has nearly 500 
employees worldwide. While 
Walter is an outstanding 
businessman, he is also a 
generous philanthropist. He 
has given significant support 
to health-related issues as well 
as education. Remembering his 
own beginnings, his foundation 
gave the largest private donation 
ever to help underprivileged students 
in three high schools in Winnipeg. 
Walter is an exceptional person and 
will greatly enhance the Horatio Alger 
membership. 

WALTER 
SCHROEDER
Founder
DBRS Ltd.

INTERNATIONAL HORATIO ALGER AWARD RECIPIENT



16 THE FORUM  |  WINTER 2020

NOMINATED BY 
GLENN B. STERNS 
2011 HORATIO ALGER MEMBER

The one thing I love about Jane 
Seymour is her passion about 
being of service to others. She 
has already demonstrated to 
the Association her support for 
our mission when she served in 
2018 as the emcee of our Horatio 
Alger “Night of Achievement” 

at the Kennedy Center. Jane, who 
brings with her all the qualities we 
look for in our membership, will be 
an asset to us all. Born in England, 
where her father was a doctor working 
for the National Health system, Jane 
grew up in a modest household. She 
attended a performing arts school, 
hoping to be a ballet dancer. Injuries 

dashed her dream, but her resilient 
nature turned her to acting. She made 
her first film appearance at the age 
of 18. Soon thereafter, she achieved 
international fame in her role as a Bond 
girl in Live and Let Die—and she has 
worked steadily as an accomplished 
and beloved actress ever since. For all 
her many achievements, Jane—now 
a U.S. citizen—has had difficult times 
in her life. Drawing inspiration from 
those experiences, she has created a 
parallel career as a writer of self-help 
and inspirational books. She is a highly 
successful businesswoman, as well. I 
believe she will be a valued Member 
and an inspiration to our Scholars.

JANE 
SEYMOUR
Actress, Artist, Author, Designer, Philanthropist
Jane Seymour Designs
Open Hearts Foundation
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NOMINATED BY  
PETER W. STOTT 
2014 HORATIO ALGER MEMBER

I am an enthusiastic sponsor of 
David Thompson for membership in 
the Horatio Alger Association because 
I wholeheartedly believe he embodies 

the mission of our organization. 
David was only 15 when his father, 

an accounting clerk, died. David 
took on many jobs while in 
high school to help support his 

mother and siblings. He worked in a 
gas station, was a junior mechanic at 
a car dealership, and then, when he 
was only 18, drove an asphalt truck. 
He became a truck driver, which paid 
his expenses while attending the 
University of Iowa, graduating in 1971. 
He served in the army for the next two 
years, which included a tour of duty in 
Vietnam. In 1974, he came to work for 
my company, Market Transport, but 

he was there only for nine months. By 
then, he had saved enough money to 
buy his own truck. In 1976, he launched 
Thompson Equipment Company, which 
became known as TEC Equipment, 
Inc. He expanded his business over 
the next decades, building TEC into 
one of the largest heavy-duty truck and 
trailer dealerships in the United States. 
But David’s story doesn’t end there. 
He is committed to helping others and 
has given generously to help those 
in need—particularly in healthcare 
and education. It is my honor to 
personally welcome David Thompson 
as a Member of the Horatio Alger 
Association.

DAVID 
A. THOMPSON

President & CEO
TEC Equipment, Inc.
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Founder & Chairman of the Board
Ashley Furniture Industries, Inc.

NOMINATED BY 
NIDO R. QUBEIN 
2006 HORATIO ALGER 
MEMBER

Ron Wanek is the epitome of the 
American Dream. He is everything 

Horatio Alger stands for. I’m privi-
leged to have known him, person-

ally and professionally, for more 
than two decades.

He grew up as a poor boy on 
a farm, where his parents worked 

as sharecroppers. Their home had 
no indoor plumbing or electricity. 

Ron worked his way up first as a day 
laborer and then in business to own 
and chair the world’s largest furniture 
manufacturing company. Ashley Fur-
niture today has 30,000 employees 
worldwide and sells some $6 billion 
worth of home furnishings across the 
globe. Ron knows that out of adver-

sity can emerge abundance. He will 
be an inspiration to our scholars and a 
steward to the Horatio Alger Associa-
tion and its mission. Already, Ron has 
numerous scholarship programs in the 
United States and continually invests 
in philanthropic ventures that aim to 
make education, especially the scienc-
es, affordable and helpful to all. It’s my 
privilege to have nominated this patri-
otic American for membership in the 
Horatio Alger Association. His business 
savvy and entrepreneurial acumen are 
framed amply by his humility and kind 
demeanor. His faithful courage propels 
him forward with a can-do attitude that 
is focused on the art of the possible.

RONALD 
G. WANEK
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NOMINATED BY  
JOSEPH NEUBAUER 
1994 HORATIO ALGER MEMBER

The son of Jewish immigrants who 
fled the European Nazi invasion 
in 1938, George Weiss grew 
up in Brookline, Massachusetts. 
His parents worked hard but 
often could not pay their home’s 
heating bill. To help with family 
expenses, Weiss began bussing 
tables when he was 11. He 

worked his way through college, 
earning a degree in finance from the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton 
School in 1965. He founded George 
Weiss Associates in 1978. Today, the 
highly successful investment firm, now 
known as Weiss Multi-Strategy Advisers 
LLC, has an excellent reputation for 

its integrity, longevity, stability, and 
leadership. A strong believer in the 
positive benefits of a post-secondary 
education, Weiss, in 1987, created 
Say Yes to Education.  Currently, this 
organization awards scholarships 
and makes available other support 
to 170,000 students in New York, 
Connecticut, North Carolina, and 
Pennsylvania, and Ohio. Weiss is also 
the founder of the Orphan Disease 
Pathway Project, which works to find 
cures for rare diseases. He has earned 
a Seventh Degree Black Belt in Tae 
Kwon Do and a Seventh Degree Black 
Belt in KiToshaKai and was a member 
of the U.S. Martial Arts Team.

GEORGE 
A. WEISS

Chief Executive Officer/Chairman
Weiss Multi-Strategy Advisers LLC
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The Association has been investing in our nation’s young 
people since 1984. Do you think it’s been a sound 
investment? 
Yes, I do. I know that Horatio Alger Members are generous 
and motivated to give back, but I also know that when you 
write a check in support of a favorite cause, you do so with 
the hope that your gift is going to make a real difference. 
We’ve been awarding scholarships for 35 years, and we’ve 
learned a lot about what it takes for college students to 
succeed.

OUR
IMPACT
In a recent interview for The Forum, 
Walter Scott discusses the importance 
of why Members give and the impact 
their support has had on thousands of 
deserving young people.

W alter Scott, Jr. (’97), has been a continuous 
Board member since 1999, and has served 
as the Association’s vice president, president 

and CEO, chairman, and chairman emeritus. He 
initiated the Horatio Alger State Scholarship Program 
with his sponsorship of scholarships for students in 
Nebraska—and later his support for State Scholarships 
nationwide. He led the effort to establish the Horatio 
Alger Endowment Fund, as a separate 501(c)(3) 
organization. Most recently, Scott helped to initiate 
the Career and Technical Scholarship Program, which 
has had a dramatic and positive response. In 2017, 
Walter Scott was presented with an award named in his 
honor, the Walter Scott Visionary Leadership Award, in 
recognition for the many ways he has expanded and 
advanced the Association’s mission.
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is changing and our technologies are advancing at a fast 
pace. To keep up, we need a highly educated and skilled 
workforce.

We want to help as many young people as we can and these 
programs do that. College tuition rates continue to rise. For 
some students, it makes sense to save money and achieve 
an associate’s degree before transferring to a university. For 
others, becoming certified in a career/technical program 
fits the needs of the student and a workforce that requires 
specific skills. I’ve been gratified with the response to this 
program, which has resulted in more than 1,000 career/
technical scholarships being awarded in 2019. Today there 
is demand for skills in technology, and I think our career and 
technical scholarships have come onboard at just the right 
time to meet this need.

How important is higher education today?
Extremely. Our world is shrinking and we no longer 
compete citywide or statewide, we compete globally. I think 
Horatio Alger Members see education as being equal to 
opportunity. It’s the key that propels us forward to a brighter 
future. And you know, in America those opportunities 
have always been there, but you have to be prepared for 
them when they come your way. Education does that. You 
know, when we Members were young, we all looked for 

“We want to help as many young people as 
we can and these programs do that.”

We could have just written a check to the scholarship 
recipients and hoped for the best outcome. But we didn’t 
do that. Instead, we met our Scholars and listened to their 
stories. We learned about their challenges and their dreams. 
We want them to succeed, so we developed programs and 
services that would help them stay the course to graduation. 

Our Scholars receive financial aid counseling, internships, 
and job placement opportunities. Chairman Emeritus David 
Sokol named our approach, support for the Whole Scholar—
which means we offer help with tuition costs, mental 
preparedness, and emotional well-being. It’s an approach 
that has been highly successful. Horatio Alger Scholars’ 
graduation rate is 71 percent compared to only 16 percent 
for their peers in the same socio-economic category. 

With your support and encouragement, the Horatio 
Alger State Scholarship Program began in 2000 with 
your sponsorship of scholarships in Nebraska, and finally 
reached all 50 states in 2011. In 2015, you identified 
another opportunity the Association could undertake: 
The Career and Technical Scholarship Program. Why are 
these two programs important?
Horatio Alger Members all agree on one thing: education 
is the key to unlocking the doors of opportunity. Our world 

Left: Walter Scott, Jr. (middle) receiving the Walter Scott Visionary 
Leadership Award in 2017 at the Members Luncheon. It was presented to 
him by Association leaders (l to r) Matt Rose, Byron Trott, Tony Novelly, and 
Dennis Washington. Above: The late Suzanne Scott and Walter Scott with 
friend and associate Cindy Smith, and two National Scholars.
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Since Walter Scott’s induction in 1997, he has rarely missed the 
Horatio Alger Awards Ceremony. He is shown here at various 
Awards events with National Scholars.

$180 MILLION
to 27,000 students  
awarded since 1984

20,000
Alumni Scholars

$21 MILLION
awarded to 2,800 
 students in 2019

51%
of Scholars are first-

generation college students

71%
NATIONAL SCHOLARS 

GRADUATION RATE

16%
NATIONAL 
LOW-INCOME 
GRADUATION 
RATE

WHAT HAS BEEN OUR IMPACT? 
By the Association’s 75th anniversary in 2022, more than $223 million in 
scholarships will have been awarded to more than 35,000 young people.
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HOW MANY 
DESERVING 
STUDENTS ARE 
WE REACHING? 

At any given time, 
the Association is 
assisting more than 
7,000 Scholars 
currently enrolled 
in more than 1,000  
colleges and career/
technical institutions. 
This number exceeds 
the annual atten-
dance at many 
small colleges.

opportunities to further our careers. When opportunities came our way, we seized 
the chance to move up the ladder or to go out on our own to create a business. 
Now we feel it is our time, our obligation, to return the favor. We are now the 
ones offering the opportunity to young people to move forward in their quest of 
a better future. This is how we choose to give back. This is our investment in the 
future.

What has the endowment fund done for the Horatio Alger Association?
Well, it ensures the Association’s scholarship programs and services into the 
foreseeable future. No matter what the economic climate is in our country, 
our endowment fund will keep us going. The Members are generous and I am 
impressed with how far we have come with the endowment fund in such a short 
amount of time. In 2011, we had $80 million. Today, the fund is more than $250 
million. And we are not stopping there. Our new goal is to reach $500 million by 
2022, which is the Association’s 75th anniversary.

I love this Association and all it stands for. I believe in our mission. And now, with 
the fund, we are making sure it all continues well into the future. We have come 
so far. We have kept pace with rising tuition costs by substantially increasing the 
National Scholarship, we have expanded and increased the State Scholarship 
Program, we have—thanks to the Dennis Washington Leadership Graduate 
Scholarship Program—expanded into helping our Scholars in their pursuit of 
graduate studies, and we have reacted to the needs of a more specialized 
workforce by creating the Career/Technical Scholarship Program. We have 
assisted more than 26,000 young people. We will continue to build on our 
success into the future.

“We will continue to build on our 
success into the future.”

$25,029
Average Family 
Income

3.71
Average High 
School GPA

$24,697
Average Family 
Income

89%
Average High 
School Grade

2019
UNITED STATES 

SCHOLAR 

2019
CANADIAN 
SCHOLAR 
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JOSHUA KISH
2019 National Scholar
Over the past four days at the Horatio Alger 
Scholars Conference I have learned that life 
is about perspective and any disadvantage 
you have is an advantage in disguise. I had 
always known that I could work through my 
setbacks, but I never truly understood that 
working with them is just as important—and 
that doing that can get me further than 
avoiding them ever did. I am forever grateful 
to the Horatio Alger Association for giving 
me a chance. It’s deeply humbling to know 
that even the most successful people can 
and will take a chance on you.

AMBER VILLARREAL
2008 National Scholar
Today was my orientation at Webster Univer-
sity for my master’s in nursing, with a focus in 
nursing education. This has been my dream 
ever since I was little—to go to graduate 
school, to be a leader, to care for others and 
to one day work in a university. Every day I 
get to check one thing off my list and I am 
so excited that I am getting closer and 
closer to becoming a professor at a 
university or college. I send my love to you 
all [freshmen Horatio Alger Scholars] and I 
want you to know I am proud to be a Scholar 
of this organization alongside each of you.

STEPHANIE HENRY
1992 Horatio Alger Scholar
To younger Scholars: Your life will be         
forever changed. I define myself by before 
my scholarship and after my scholarship.  
You are now a member of a very dedicated 
family. Welcome. Start to keep a journal. 
You’ll be glad you did.

JADA TARVIN
2018 National Scholar 
The association has provided me with 
relationships that have become essential to 
my life. Because of the opportunities I have 
through my Horatio Alger connections, I 
have been able to not only meet fantastic 
people, but have gained opportunities to 
grow professionally and academically. The 
HAA has helped me realize my potential 
as a difference-maker. During the National 
Scholars Conference in 2018, while meet-
ing Scholars and Members, I was encour-
aged and challenged to be the best person 
I can be and use the brokenness in my life 
to be a catalyst for change. Without the 
drive and genuine support from the HAA 
community, I would never have decided 
to follow my dreams and pursue helping 
others facing adversity.

STORMIE JENNINGS
Career/Technical Scholarship
When I started school last August, I applied 
for the Horatio Alger Career & Technical 
Scholarship as a means to devote more 
time to school and family, and less time 
trying to make ends meet. Receiving the 
scholarship made this a reality. In January, 
my husband suddenly passed away, leaving 
me as the only source of income in a home 
with three children. The truth is, you never 
know what a year may bring. Without this 
scholarship, I would not have been able to 
attend school, or continue my education 
after the passing of my husband. Today, I 
am currently in my final two weeks at 
Apollo School for Practical Nursing and 
look forward to starting my career as a 
nurse. I will forever be grateful for the 
opportunities provided to me through the 
Horatio Alger Association and the Career 
& Technical Scholarship Program.

YES, YOU HAVE MADE 
A DIFFERENCE! Comments from our Scholars
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B arbara Barrett joined the Horatio Alger 
Board’s Executive Committee as a vice 
president in 2018, and she has been an active 

Member since her induction in 1999—the year in which she 
also joined the Board. In her professional life, Barrett is a 
former chairwoman of the nonprofit Aerospace Corporation, 
which conducts space research and development activities 
and certifies rockets for launch. Previously, she served on the 
boards of Raytheon, Piper Aircraft, and the nonprofit Space 
Foundation.

She is also an instrument-rated pilot and was the first civilian 
woman to land in an F/A-18 Hornet on an aircraft carrier. 
In 2009, she trained at the Gargarin Cosmonaut Training 
Center in Star City, Russia, as well as in Kazakhstan, and was 
then certified for space travel.

As she takes a break from her Horatio Alger Board 
membership, Secretary Barrett was asked:
 

What has your active membership and leadership in 
the Horatio Alger Association meant to you?
Working with Scholars and Members through my 20-year 
tenure as a Board member has been among the greatest 
joys of my life. I strongly believe in the Association’s 
mission, as does my husband Craig, who was inducted 
as a Member in 2007. Education is more important today 
than ever before, and I am proud of all this organization 
has done to reach deserving young people who are 
trying to make the most of their future.

FIVE MINUTES WITH... 

Barbara Barrett
Barbara Barrett was to serve as 

the president of the Horatio Alger 

Association (2019–2021), but was 

then confirmed by the U.S. Sen-

ate as the new Secretary of the 

U.S. Air Force. 

David Norquist, deputy secretary of defense, administered the oath of office for Secretary 
of the Air Force Barbara M. Barrett (‘99) at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs. Her husband and fellow Horatio Alger Member Craig Barrett (‘07) held the Bible 
as she took the oath.
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I especially like the fact that we offer services and 
support to our Scholars that are designed to give 
them the tools they need to graduate—whether 
it’s from a four-year school or vocation/technical 
training. Our statistics prove that we are on the 
right track, as our Scholars’ graduation rate is 
71 percent, compared to only 16 percent for 
students from low socio-economic backgrounds.

What are your hopes for the immediate future 
of the Association?
We are positively impacting the lives of more 
students than ever before and this is due 
to the outstanding work our current leadership has 
accomplished. They built on the foundation laid by those 
who came before them, and so it is my hope that the 
Association will continue to identify, screen, nominate, and 
induct exceptional Members. After that, it is important to 
fully engage new Members, as well as their families. This 
is a changing world, and I believe we must continue to 
identify Scholar needs and tailor our programs to meet 
those needs.

What do you hope the Association’s impact is on 
Horatio Alger Scholars?
I have met and mentored many Scholars. These are valiant 
young people who fully understand the opportunity their 
scholarships have given them. They are dedicated to 
their goal of attaining higher education, but for so many, 
challenges in their personal lives can be daunting and 
distracting. A large part of our impact is making sure that 
they understand we are there for them. We want them 
to succeed, and we will do all we can to ensure their 
graduation. And I think too, the Members—and the lives 
they lead, the leadership they offer, and the philanthropy 
they provide—serve as constant reminders and motivation 
of what can be accomplished in a free society.

How do you feel about your new role as secretary of 
the U.S. Air Force?
I can think of no position that offers more excitement, 
challenge, and meaning for me than the secretary of the 
Air Force. Our Air Force is the best in the world because 
of extraordinary airmen and women and civilians with 
whom I am now proud to serve.

Top to bottom: Barbara Barrett during the 
recent Horatio Alger Board meeting in Montreal. 
Barbara Barrett, as she assumed the presidency 
of the Horatio Alger Association (which will 
now be postponed due to her appointment as 
Secretary of the Air Force). Barbara Barrett high 
fives a Horatio Alger Scholar.
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MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITIES

By Matthew K. Rose, Chairman

Montreal, Quebec, served as the 
setting for the 2019 International 
Membership and Board of Directors 
Meeting, and it was the perfect city for 
us to celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of the Horatio Alger Association of 
Canada (HAAC). We were graciously 
hosted by Prem Watsa (the current 
president of HAAC) along with Brian 
Mulroney and Serge Godin (HAAC 
Board Members), who welcomed 
us with open-arms to this beautiful, 
historic Canadian city.

 The Ritz-Carlton Hotel served 
as our site for meetings of the 
Executive Committee, the Strategic 
Directions Committee, the U.S. and 
Canadian Boards of Directors, and 
the Membership. Special events were 
hosted at several of Montreal’s historic 
landmarks. A welcome reception 

and dinner were held at the Mount 
Royal Chalet with a grand vista 
overlooking Montreal.  In addition 
to featured speakers, the evening 
included entertainment by Angelica 
Hale and Association Ambassadors 
The Tenors.  The luncheon on the 
following day was hosted at the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts.  It 
included remarks by Mindy and Glenn 
Stearns and a conversation between 
former Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney and former U.S. Secretary 
of State James A. Baker III, which was 
moderated by Association Member 
Byron Pitts.  That evening participants 
attended a concert and special light 
display at Montreal’s iconic Notre 
Dame Cathedral, prior to a dinner 
at the Port of Montreal’s Grand 
Quay in celebration of the Horatio 
Alger Association of Canada’s 10th 
anniversary. The meeting concluded 
the next morning with sessions for 
the Board to review nominations 
for membership and a Life Partners 
Planning Breakfast hosted at the Mount 
Royal Club.

During the Membership Meeting 
on Thursday, October 3, we had 
the privilege of acknowledging 
and thanking Byron D. Trott for his 

INTERNATIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP 
AND BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
MEETING

Currently serving as the Association’s chairman, Matthew K. Rose 
addressed Members and Life Partners during the International 
Membership and Board of Directors Meeting.

outstanding service as the Association’s 
Chairman.  We are so grateful to Tina 
and Byron for their dedicated service.  
Fortunately, we will continue to have 
the benefit of Byron’s leadership on the 
Executive Committee in his capacity as 
the newest Chairman Emeritus.

 During my tenure as the 
Association’s new Chairman (2019–
2021), Lisa Rose and I look forward 
to working closely with Janet and 
Jim Dicke, in his capacity as the 
Association’s new President as well 
as with all Members in carrying out 
the Association’s programs and proud 
traditions.  We are honored to work 
with so many self-made successful 
men and women who serve as shining 
examples to our young people of what 
can be accomplished through the 
freedoms we enjoy in Canada 
and the United States.
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THE BOARD CONTINUES TO WORK ON THE FOLLOWING GOALS AND PLANS:

Increasing the Horatio Alger Endowment 
Fund to ensure the future of our Scholar-
focused initiatives.

Involving Alumni Scholars in the planning of 
events, such as Alumni Summits and entre-
preneurial speaker series.

Continuing to offer and expand support 
services for Scholars, especially in the        
areas of financial aid advisement, college 
selection, and career readiness.

Continuing the expansion of educational 
opportunities at all levels—from career and 
technical to doctoral programs.

Develop additional activities to further 
engage Members, Life Partners and Friends 
in the mission of the Association.

Increasing national visibility regarding the 
importance of the Horgatio Alger Award, 
the mission and educational outreach of 
the Association and the life stories of its 
Members.  

Clockwise: Board Members gathered to make final decisions on the nominees for 
the 2020 Horatio Alger Award. Jim Dicke, Matt Rose, and Dennis Washington during 
the Board meeting in Montreal. Tina and Byron Trott as they entered the Welcome 
Reception and Dinner at the Mount Royal Chalet.
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Clockwise from top left: Chandrika Tandon (‘19) addressed Members about 
the importance of support for STEM studies. Jim Dicke (‘15) speaking at the 
concluding dinner. Chairman Emeritus Dennis Washington (‘98) presented Byron 
Trott (‘11) with a gift in appreciation for his leadership and service as chairman 
of the Association from 2017 to 2019. Brian Mulroney (‘12) and James A. Baker 
conducted a political discussion that was moderated by Byron Pitts (‘17) during 
the luncheon held at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts.
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Clockwise from top left: David Johnston (‘18) conducted a 
discussion with Canadian and American scholarship recipients 
during the Membership meeting. Mila Mulroney provided 
welcome remarks and the invocation at the opening dinner, 
held at the Mount Royal Chalet. Dominic D’Alessandro 
(‘05), who served as the first president of the Horatio Alger 
Association of Canada, with Prem Watsa (‘12), who is the 
current president. Lisa Rose addressed Members and Life 
Partners at the closing dinner, held at the Port of Montreal’s 
Grand Quay.
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During the Horatio Alger Awards events held in 
Washington, D.C., April 4-6, 2019,  the Class of 2019 
was inducted—12 Americans and 1 Canadian—into 
the Association. The weekend included the Inaugural 
Ceremony, held in the U.S. Supreme Court and hosted 
by Justice Clarence Thomas (’92); the Inaugural Dinner 
held at the National Portrait Gallery; the Meet the 
Scholars Breakfast; the Members Forum; the Members 
Luncheon; the Awards Induction Ceremony, held at DAR 
Constitution Hall; and the Salute the Scholars Breakfast.

��ND ANNUAL 
HORATIO ALGER 
AWARDS

U.S. Supreme Court—site of the Horatio Alger Inaugural Ceremony.
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Top: The class of 2019: (back row, l to r) K. Michael Ingram, Jewel Kilcher, Ronald 
J. Kruszewski, Daniel Lubetzky, John C. Maxwell, Chandrika K. Tandon, and 
William C. Weldon; (front row, l to r) David P. Abney, James W. Ayers, Vance L. 
Cryer, Amy D. Dickinson, John J. Haley, and Jay S. Hennick. Left: At podium, 
Justice Clarence Thomas as he addressed the 2019 class of Horatio Alger 
National Scholars. Right: The Inaugural Dinner was held at the National Portrait 
Gallery.
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Top to bottom: The National Scholars Conference 
takes place concurrently with the Horatio Alger Awards 
events. The Members Forum featured Scholars asking 
the new Members questions about their pathways to 
success. Jewel Kilcher performed during the Salute to 
the National Scholars Breakfast. Vance Cryer, the first 
Horatio Algler Scholar to become a Member of the 
Horatio Alger Association, addressed the Members and 
Life Partners during the Inaugural Dinner.
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Top, l to r: The masters of ceremony for the 2019 Horatio 
Alger Awards were Rob Lowe (‘18), Norah O’Donnell, and 
Byron Pitts (17). Scholars at the Awards Induction Ceremony, 
enjoying their new friendships. Bottom, l to r: The 72nd 
Annual Horatio Alger Awards Ceremony was held at DAR 
Constitution Hall. Chairman Emeritus David Sokol with 
Scholars at the Meet the National Scholars Breakfast.
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“The American Dream is an ideal 
that rings just as true in Canada as it 
does in the United States,” said former 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney at the 
Horatio Alger Membership and Board 
Meeting—held in Montreal, Quebec, 
in October 2019. He was speaking 
on behalf of his home country and in 
celebration of the 10th anniversary 
of the Horatio Alger Association of 
Canada.

The values of freedom, mutual 
respect, and equal opportunities for 
all resonate with citizens both in the 
United States and Canada. Based on 
these shared core beliefs, the Horatio 
Alger Association ventured beyond 
America’s border to grant the first 
International Horatio Alger Award in 
2003. The recipient of this honor was 
Hall of Fame hockey player Wayne 

Gretzky, who said at the time of his 
induction, “The true heroes of the 
world are those who find a way to 
overcome adversity to achieve success 
in a way that helps themselves, their 
families, and society.”

Since then, 16 Canadians have 
been presented with the International 
Horatio Alger Award—and two 
more will be added in 2020 with the 
induction of Christiane Germain and 
William Schroeder. Shortly after the first 
Canadian inductions took place, the 
Horatio Alger Association’s leadership, 
specifically Tony Novelly, Walter 
Scott, Jr., David Sokol, and Dennis 
Washington, along with International 
Members Dominic D’Alessandro and 
Jim Pattison, worked together to form 
a Canadian organization, which was 
incorporated as a Canadian nonprofit 

2009–2019 
CANADA: A DECADE
OF ACHIEVEMENT

HAAC President Prem Watsa with Canadian Scholars.

organization in 2009. The Horatio Alger 
Association of Canada (HAAC) was 
formed to foster increased involvement 
of International Members, giving them 
more opportunities to participate 
in programs that benefit Canadian 
students.

“Forming an affiliated organization 
in Canada was challenging,” said 
Dominic D’Alessandro, who served 
as the HAAC’s first president. 
“Administrative tasks included 
securing charitable status from the tax 
authorities, establishing adjudication 
panels to assess applicants, and 
promoting the HAAC to secondary 
schools across Canada. The support 
we received from the U.S. Association 
was vital to our survival. With their 
help, we slowly began our scholarship 
program.”
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MILESTONES OF THE HORATIO ALGER ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

The creation of provincial scholarships in 
Ontario (2012), Quebec (2013), and British 
Columbia and Alberta (2014).

In 2016, the establishment of a $10 million 
endowment (with support from HAA Board 
Members Walter Scott, Jr., Dennis Washing-
ton, Tony Novelly and David Sokol) allowed 
the implementation of the Horatio Alger 
Canadian National Scholarship Program, 
making scholarships available in all 
provinces and territories.

In 2017, the first Excellence Gala, the main 
fundraising event for the HAAC, was held. 
This event netted $2.6 million, which helps 
to underwrite the HAAC’s national scholar-
ship program. 

In 2018, the HAAC conducted its first 
nationwide student survey titled Voices of 
Our Youth. Fashioned after the U.S. coun-
terpart survey, State of Our Nation’s Youth, 
the studies help each organization to target 
support appropriately and serve as a viable 
resource of information about resiliency and 
factors that impact young people.

In 2012, Horatio Alger Members 
founded the Association’s first 
Canadian scholarship program for 
students in Ontario. The following 
year, a new scholarship program was 
established in Quebec in honor of 
former Prime Minister and Association 
Member, The Right Honourable Brian 
Mulroney. In 2014, the Association 
expanded its scholarship reach to 
Alberta and British Columbia with two 
new scholarship programs in honor of 
Horatio Alger Member Jim Pattison.

Thanks to the generosity of 
Horatio Alger Members, a $10 
million endowment was created to 
enable the Association to expand its 
scholarship support nationally. Since 
2016, scholarships of up to $10,000 
are available to students from all 
Canadian provinces and territories 
through the Horatio Alger Canadian 
Scholarship Program. “By 2020,” says 
D’Alessandro, “we intend to award 
250 scholarships to Canadian students, 

which will make HAAC one of the 
largest private-sector scholarship 
providers in the country.”

HAAC’s current President Prem 
Watsa said recently, “When I think back 
to our defining moments over the past 
10 years, such as the first International 
Board Meeting held in Toronto in 2008, 
and the first Canadian scholarships 
awarded in 2012—and so much 
more—I see how far we have come 
as an organization. We have awarded 
$5.6 million to 890 Scholars in Canada 
alone, making us the country’s largest 
provider of need-based scholarships. 
This year, through the contributions 
of our membership in both the United 
States and Canada, we have been able 
to increase the number of scholarships 
awarded to hardworking Canadian 
students from 85 to 245. That’s nearly a 
300 percent increase in just one year!”

The rapid growth of the HAAC 
includes two new scholarship programs 
in the past 12 months: a technical 

and vocational program for young 
people training for careers in high-
demand fields, and the Indigenous 
Achievement Program, which awards 
scholarships to First Nation, Inuit, and 
Metis students.

“I am gratified by the HAAC’s 
progress and I’m optimistic for its 
future,”says D’Alessandro. “I believe 
there are few more rewarding causes 
than helping young people get an 
education.”

Prem Watsa adds, “It’s been an 
exciting decade for the Horatio Alger 
Association of Canada, but we are just 
getting started. We are grateful to our 
founding Members, both in the U.S. 
and Canada, and we look forward to 
our continued expansion and all the 
young Canadians who—with the help 
of our scholarships—will be able to 
pursue higher education and a more 
positive future.” 

In 2019, in celebration of the Horatio Alger 
Association of Canada’s 10th anniversary, 
the International Membership and Board of 
Directors Meeting was held in Montreal at 
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel, October 2–4. The 
celebration continued during the 3rd Annual 
Excellence Gala in Toronto on October 28.
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Clockwise from top left: Dennis Washington (‘95) 
on stage with Ben Mulroney, who emceed a panel 
discussion that included Prem Watsa (‘12) (below). 
David Foster (‘09) with American Association 
President James Dicke (‘15) and Chairman Emeritus 
Dennis Washington (‘95). Canadian Scholars 
shared with the audience the positive impact 
their scholarships have had on their lives. Rick 
Waugh (‘11) and Dominic D’Alessandro (‘05) with 
(middle) Tony Arrell, chairman of Burgundy Asset 
Management.
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3RD ANNUAL 
EXCELLENCE GALA

The 2019 Excellence Gala was held on October 28 at the 
Fairmont Royal York Hotel in Toronto, Ontario. The emcee 
was Ben Mulroney—anchor and producer of ETALK, co-host 
of CTV’s Your Morning, and son of Horatio Alger Member 
The Right Honourable Brian Mulroney. The Gala was an 
opportunity to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Horatio 
Alger Association of Canada (HAAC), which has come a long 
way in a short amount of time. In 2019, for example, HAAC 
awarded $1.2 million to 245 Scholars—bringing the total in 
scholarship giving to $5.6 million to 890 Scholars.

During the Gala, recognition was given to the two 
International Horatio Alger Award recipients for 2020: 
Christiane Germain and Walter Schroeder. Upon their official 

induction during the 73rd Annual Horatio Alger Awards in 
Washington, D.C., in April 2020, Germain and Schroeder 
will join the 16 other members of HAAC in working to assist 
Canada’s most deserving young people to further their 
educational goals. Additionally, they will serve as mentors 
to the scholarship recipients, providing guidance and advice 
that will help them achieve a productive and rewarding 
future.

Sixteen-time Grammy award-winning musician, 
composer, and producer—and Horatio Alger Member David 
Foster (’09)—produced the evening’s entertainment. 

Opposite page: The 3rd Annual Excellence Gala was held the Fairmont Royal York 
in Toronto, Ontario. The Members celebrated the milestone of having awarded $5 
million in scholarships to Canadian Scholars. Ben Mulroney (center) emceed the event, 
and David Foster (‘09) served as producer of the Excellence Gala. HAAC members 
Wayne Gretzsky (‘03), Walter Schroeder (‘20), and Prem Watsa (‘12). This page: Walter 
Schroeder (‘20) with Christiane Germain (‘20).



40 THE FORUM  |  WINTER 2020

 “It’s all about getting the message out to the younger     
people that the American Dream is real. One choice we 
have is to choose who we want to hang around with. I like 
positive people. I like inspirational people. I like people 
who respect other people and human dignity. That’s what 
Horatio Alger is all about.”
BY STEVEN DURHAM—A FRIEND OF DISTINCTION

T he first Horatio Alger Awards I ever attended was in 2002, when my 
father—Charles Durham—was inducted. He was 85 that year and 
still going strong. When he accepted his award, he spoke directly 

to the Horatio Alger Scholars, telling them, “Get an education, pick 
a career that fulfills you, learn all you can beyond the scholastic 
years, always give your best effort, establish goals, choose 
friends and colleagues wisely, and always remember your 
responsibility to society.”

It was good, solid, practical advice for those young people 
in the audience. And it was the same guidance he gave to 
me and my siblings when we were growing up. I was 
happy for my father to be receiving this extraordinary 
recognition in his elder years. He was joining the 
ranks of peers who all had one thing in common: 
they didn’t come from wealth. They all 
believed in the American Dream, and they 
never let their adversities stop them 
from pursuing their goals.

But it wasn’t just the honorees that 
so impressed me that weekend. 
I found the Scholars—these 
courageous young people 
who had faced daunting 
challenges—to be 
completely inspiring. 
They knew, as did my 
father, that education 
would be their key to 
a successful future. 
Education—whether it 
is a four-year school or 
technical training—is 
the great equalizer for 
those who have had a 
difficult start in life, and 
my family was in awe of 
their determination to 
succeed.

PHILANTHROPY PHILOSOPHY

Barbara and Steven Durham, 
who are Horatio Alger Friends 
of Distinction.
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From that first experience with the Horatio Alger Association, I 
believe I have only missed two Awards weekends. Unfortunately, 
my father passed away in 2008, but that did not stop me and my 
wife, Barbara, from attending what has become for us an annual 
highlight. 

In 2004, I received some encouragement from the Association 
to join in the nomination process of potential members. I 
had been thinking that the highly successful Texas real estate 
businesswoman Ebby Halliday would be an excellent member. 
I sponsored her candidacy and she was inducted in 2005. Since 
then, I have either been a primary or secondary sponsor of more 
than 10 members. It gives me great pleasure knowing that I have 
contributed in some small way to adding to the prestigious roster 
of Horatio Alger membership.

Over the years, I have found other ways to be involved with the 
Association. When Ebby Halliday turned 100, Barbara and I hosted 
a membership event in her honor. The result of that fundraiser 
was $500,000 that went toward Horatio Alger scholarships. I have 
also hosted regional Association meetings, which have worked to 
increase participation levels in the Southwest.

My efforts to stay involved with Horatio Alger have made me 
a Friend of the Association. I am happy to be so identified. 
My father believed in the mission of this great organization, as 
do I. I cherish the relationships I have formed with Members 
over the years. I strongly encourage Life Partners, children, or 
even grandchildren—of Members who are still living as well 
as Members who have passed—to remain involved with the 
Association. 

Recently, I read the acceptance speech given by Trammel Crow, 
who was inducted into the Horatio Alger Association in 1988. 
His daughter kept his speech and shared it with me. It’s one of 
the best acceptance speeches I’ve ever heard or read. His talk 
included this paragraph, “I was saved from the fate of a wasted 
youth. Instead of playing, I got to do work. Instead of being 
a young man about town, I got to go to night school. Instead 
of believing that everything would work out for me in the end 
because someone had prepared the way for me and protected 

me, I learned that most necessary of lessons—that it was all up to 
me. I alone carried the sole responsibility for my future, as well as 
my present.”

It is just as my father said on the night of his acceptance speech 
when he advised his audience to remember its responsibility 
to society. That is what the Members are doing by giving so 
generously to the Horatio Alger scholarship programs, and that 
is what the Friends of the Association also accomplish. They are 
carrying the mission forward for those who have left us. It is a 
worthy effort.

Editor’s Note: Steve Durham recently won a valiant battle against
life-threatening cancer. Throughout his illness, he was determined 
to regain his health and get back to what makes him happy: 
time with his family and his involvement with the Horatio Alger 
Association. Steve’s personal journey of determination and 
perseverance—his own Horatio Alger story—is featured in his local 
newspaper. To read the article, search: Steve Durham and The
Dallas Morning News.

The Horatio Alger Association is grateful to its supporters 
who are not Members but espouse its values and are 
committed to advancing its mission. Through the Friends of 
Distinction Program, the Association recognizes individuals 
and organizations who provide long-term support for its 
educational programs. Friends of Distinction are included 
in Association events and activities and have opportunities 
to engage with Horatio Alger Members and Scholars. The 
Association is also pleased to announce the establishment 
of the Legacy Circle program, which is intended to engage 
and recognize the families of Horatio Alger Members who 
are involved in Association activities and are committed to 
carrying forward the legacy that Members have established 
through the Association.

FRIENDS OF DISTINCTION 
AND LEGACY CIRCLE
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The Barbara and 
Steve Durham family.

Charles W. Durham (’02)
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A shared life experience for Cathy and Al Annexstad (’10) is that 
they are children of single-parent homes created by the untimely 
deaths of parents. As a result, they grew up watching their living 

parents’ struggle to give their children the best lives possible. In Al’s case, 
this meant, in part, putting himself through college. In 2000, Cathy and Al 
established the Annexstad Family Foundation with the mission of helping 
bring the gift of higher education to deserving young people.

The Leaders for Tomorrow scholarship works to ensure its scholars 
graduate in four years as free from debt as possible. The Annexstads 
discovered that providing outside scholarship assistance directly to 
students would not always assure that a student could avoid taking 
on debt in order to stay in college.  To achieve their objective, the 
Foundation partners with a select group of colleges and universities 
which, in turn, select scholarship recipients. In this way, higher education 
professionals determine who best meets the agreed upon student 
profile. Leaders for Tomorrow scholars present maximum financial need, 
exceptional academic achievement and have endured extraordinary 
personal hardship in their young lives. 

The $25,000 scholarship helps close the gap with costs after the 
institution has applied merit and need-based aid to the greatest extent 
possible. Participation in the federal work-study program is a requirement 
of each scholar. It is believed that work study advances personal 

responsibility and time management skills and also ties the student to the 
campus community, which better ensures college graduation. In fact, the 
Foundation’s scholars have a four-year graduation success rate of more 
than 90 percent.

Today, the Foundation partners with nearly 50 of the nation’s preeminent 
institutions of higher learning, among them Duke University, Harvard 
University, Washington University in St. Louis, Stanford University, the 
University of Notre Dame, Yale University, the University of Mississippi, 
Vanderbilt University, the University of Michigan, and the University of 
Georgia.  In the coming year the Foundation will celebrate its 20th year of 
operation during which the 1,000th scholarship will be awarded.

More than 90 percent of the scholars are the first in their families to 
attend college and nearly half were raised in single-parent homes. 
Virtually all of the program’s nearly 400 graduates to date are either 
gainfully employed in their chosen academic fields or pursuing advanced 
degrees. 

“Cathy and I are extremely proud of our Leaders for Tomorrow scholars,” 
says Al. “We, along with the members of our family who work in the 
Foundation, hope we are making a difference in these young lives and in 
the future of the country we love so much.”

FOCUS ON A SPECIALIZED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The Annexstad Family Foundation
MAKING A DIFFERENCE WITH LEADERS FOR TOMORROW

Today, three generations of the Annexstad family proudly serve on the 
Foundation’s board in support of the scholarship mission.
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NASCAR Hall of Fame team owner Roger 
Penske received the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, the highest civilian honor, from 
President Donald Trump on October 24 at The 
White House. Penske becomes the second 
person in the motorsports industry to earn the 
honor. NASCAR Hall of Famer and seven-time 
champion Richard Petty received the honor 
from President George H.W. Bush in 1992.

“I am humbled by the 
President’s acknowledg-
ment of our achieve-
ments in business, in 
motorsports and in our 
community.”

“I’m looking forward to sharing 
some of what I’ve learned from my 
own life challenges and hopefully 
learning more along the way.”

Dr. Wanda Austin recently received the 
Phoenix Award from the Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC). The award pays tribute 
to the legacy of extraordinary individuals 
who, through their efforts and accomplish-
ments, have made significant contributions 
to American society. Dr. Austin, an aeronau-
tical engineer and the 2009 Black Engineer 
of the Year, worked at The Aerospace 
Corporation for more than 35 years. She 
served as president and CEO of the leading 
architect for national security programs from 
2008 until her retirement in 2016. 

REBA MCENTIRE 
Reba McEntire has been tapped to host 
an original podcast on Spotify. Armed 
with a lifetime of experience in the 
entertainment industry and her personal 
brand of Oklahoma wit, McEntire will 
welcome guests to the show to discuss 
various aspects of life, from its rewards to 
its challenges, all with the goal of helping 
others. The show, which premieres in 
2020, will also feature special guests.

ROGER 
PENSKE 
Receives Presidential 
Medal of Freedom
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REBA MCENTIRE

WANDA AUSTIN 
HONORED



We’re thankful to @RobLowe, @NorahODonnell & @
byronpitts for hosting the #HoratioAlgerAwards this 
past weekend. They guided our guests through the 
evening with enthusiasm and poise as we celebrated the 
accomplishments of our new Members and commended 
the success of our Scholars.

HORATIO ALGER ASSOCIATION | @HoratioAlgerUS 
Horatio Alger Association

SOCIAL MEDIA ROUNDUP

& COMMENT

SHARE
l i k e

It’s undeniable—we are living in the age of social media.  
And over the past two years, the Association’s presence on 
social media has grown significantly, as we’ve strategically 
made efforts to meet our Members, Life Partners, Scholars, 
and Friends on the social platforms where they choose to 
spend their time. 

It is heartening to see the connections made, the  
positive comments shared, and heartwarming posts that  
fill our feeds on a daily basis. And while impossible to 
capture it all on these pages, in each upcoming issue we 
plan to share social media highlights via these channels. 

This is it folks. I’ve just driven across two states and 
have been handed the keys to my first, real apartment. 
It’s surreal to think that in just one week, I’ll move here 
permanently, with a cap and gown on the seat beside 
me. But the truth is, I’m glad it’s surreal. Because of 
the trials and adversities I faced growing up, I know 
that I will never take this gift of a college education for 
granted. To the #HoratioAlgerAssociation, thank you. 
Thank you for making big dreams possible for a little girl 
from a small town in Indiana. Thank you for showing me 
that my past, no matter how incredibly hard it may be, 
makes me the amazing young woman I am today. To my 
fellow #HoratioAlgerScholars, thank you. Thank you for 
reminding me from near and far that I am not alone.
To everyone who was once in my shoes … I want you to 
know that you can do it. If there is one piece of advice I 
would give you, it’s “PROVE THEM WRONG.” When they 
tell you that you can’t afford to go to college, prove them 
wrong. When they tell you not to major in something 
that doesn’t make as much money as other careers, do it 
anyway and prove them wrong. When they tell you that 
you can’t graduate on time with three degrees or can’t do 
an international summer internship, prove them wrong. 
When anyone tells you that you can’t, do it, because I 
know you can prove them wrong.

DEZARAY BARR | @dezaraybarr 
@horatioalgerassociation 
Horatio Alger Scholars

Last year, I was inducted to the @HoratioAlgerUS 
as a #HoratioAlgerMember. This year, I’m honored 
to host the 72nd #HoratioAlgerAwards alongside @
ByronPitts & @NorahODonnell and to celebrate the 
@HoratioAlgerUS New Members & Scholars.

ROB LOWE | @RobLowe 
Horatio Alger Member
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WANT TO SEE MORE?  

@horatioalgerassociation

@HoratioAlgerUS

@HoratioAlgerUS



#fbf Me at 18 with @donjohnson on a @nbc special where he presented me with an 
award for an essay I wrote on overcoming adversity. (He’s all over for his new show 
Watchman, which triggered this memory!) I shared the story of me and my best friend’s 
tandem eating disorders. She died; I lived to write about it. I earned a $10K scholarship 
as a @horatioalgerassociation National Scholar & this show spring-boarded my career. 
YM magazine (RIP) saw it and invited me to write for them. @michprom hired me as her 
intern & before I knew it I was a contributing editor at 19 writing for @lorimajewski & @
dolgoffstephanie too. The point? There IS GOOD that can come from all bad if you’re 
brave enough to share your pain. What are you holding onto? Who can you spark with 
by opening up?

MEAGHAN B MURPHY | @meaghanbmurphy 
Horatio Alger Scholar
Executive Editor, Good Housekeeping

While waiting to hear if I was a #HoratioAlgerScholar last 
year, I was an absolute mess. I remember sitting in band, 
leaning over to my friend saying, “Today is the day I find 
out if I can afford to go to my dream school.” I spent 
the majority of the day refreshing my email and tapping 
my foot. I was sitting in my school’s cafeteria when I 
received the news that I had been named a State Scholar. 
I think I scared the people around me when I jumped 
out of my seat and started crying with joy! As a student 
paying for my own education and working three jobs to 
make my goals a reality, this scholarship made such a 
profound difference in my journey. While working as a 
waitress in high school, at the end of a long shift, I would 
immediately count my tips and calculate how close I was 
to being able to pay for my first year of college. I was 
so incredibly blessed to learn about financial planning 
from leading experts @daveramsey @rachelcruze and @
anthonyoneal. From a young age, they taught me how to 
make a budget and (mostly!) stick to it.
Because HAA had faith in me and my education, I’m able 
to chase my dreams.

KATHERINE BLANK | @katherineeblank
@horatioalgerassociation
Horatio Alger Scholar
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I am a 2019 Horatio Alger National Scholar. The Horatio Alger Association of 
Distinguished Americans Inc. National Scholars Conference was absolutely life-
altering. I have no words to describe it, just pure gratitude. I have never been 
around people who truly understand me, until this week. I have made friends 
from EVERY single US state, Puerto Rico, Canada, and even Germany. Thank 
you. To Keyshawn and Liang, for having such genuine souls and beautiful 
stories, I love you guys with my whole heart and I will always carry a special 
place for you. Words cannot express the amount of respect I have for you 
two. I cannot say it and mean it more. I love you guys, you’re unbelievable. To 
Vivian, for being the best roommate ever and for our deep, late night talks. 
I hate that you had to leave early, but that’s just what happens when your 
roomie is a Coca-Cola Scholar! To Joshua, the very first friend I made. You are 
so resilient, I’m glad I broke the ice. You’re gonna do great at Michigan State! 
You are wonderful. To Emily, for your constant words of admiration, inspiration, 
and appreciation. You have such a sweet soul. I love you guys. These 116 
scholars are the most amazing, successful, and expectation defying human 
beings I have ever met. Listening to all of your stories, I am completely blown 
away. Congrats, class of 2019, you MADE it. You are alive, you are well, and 
now you have a gigantic network of family to lean on when you fly home. 
#joiningthehaafamily #horatioalgerscholar

DESTINY DOMECILO LUSK | @destinydomecilo
Horatio Alger Scholar
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NATHAN NGUYEN
’04 NATIONAL SCHOLAR, CA

Bestselling Author, Speaker
Certified Financial Education Instructor
Certified College Funding Specialist &   
  Loan Analyst
Creator of Money Smarts Money Simulations Game & Financial Training 
  Programs
Founder of College Career Advisory
 
Following the National Scholars Conference in 2004, I returned home to 
California inspired by the spirit of entrepreneurship I saw in the Horatio 
Alger Members. I will always be grateful for the membership’s belief in 
me, which gave me the confidence to start my first business that same 
year. Over the years, I started other businesses in the retail and service 
industries. Today, I am particularly focused on solving the challenges 
of financial l iteracy. I wrote and published the book Money Smarts and 
created the Money Simulation Game. These tools—aimed at high school 
and college students—teach the ins and outs of personal finances, 
explore the world of financial aid and scholarships, and hone the skil ls of 
making sound financial decisions while in school and in preparation for 
adult l ife. Like so many others, I needed financial aid and depended on 
scholarships to pay for my schooling. My lifetime goal is to have every 
graduating student be equipped with financial skil ls that will empower 
them to achieve and sustain their career successes. 

DONNA NEEMAN
’04 STATE SCHOLAR, NE

’18 ALUMNA OF THE YEAR

GEAR UP Project Director 
Grand Island Public Schools

Grand Island, Nebraska 
 

Before Horatio Alger, I was stuck in my own little 
world, wondering if I’d live past the age of 16. Now I 

am the project director for a $13 mill ion federal grant 
that helps low-income students and their families 

prepare for college and accomplish their dreams. The 
Association helped me find my talent and skil ls in 
order to change the lives of others. I love being a 

school district administrator. My input is making huge 
changes that benefit the students. The middle and 

high school students I serve make me so excited for            
America’s future!

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
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DANIEL LIND
’05 NATIONAL SCHOLAR, FL
’19 ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR

Safety Compliance Engineer
U.S. Department of Transportation
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Washington, D.C.
I was the first in my family to attend college in the United States. 
My Horatio Alger scholarship made that possible, but I am even 
more grateful for the psychological support and motivation I 
have received from my involvement with the Association. Since 
earning my scholarship, I have obtained a bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering and a master’s in automotive engineering. 
My education has allowed me to work around the country for 
top engineering firms. For the last five years, I have worked for 
the federal government, and am currently managing the federal 
school bus testing program. I also enforce Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standards (FMVSS) for school bus and motor coach crash-
worthiness safety. Through the Horatio Alger Association, I carved 
a pathway out of poverty toward a life full of opportunities. I have 
remained involved with the Association as a volunteer throughout 
the years, and served on the Alumni Advisory Committee. I have 
helped to establish Alumni initiatives and expanded involvement 
in the Alumni Summits. All this has taught me the value of 
volunteerism, and I have given my time to various organizations 
over the years. I enjoy learning from others and these experiences 
have been invaluable to me.

FUNLOLA OTUKOYA
’11 STATE SCHOLAR, NY

 
Investment Analyst

McKnight Foundation
 

I am an investment analyst for the McKnight Foundation. 
Will iam McKnight is a visionary leader who was instrumental 
in building 3M into the large multinational that exists today. 

I serve on the team that oversees and invests $2.3 bill ion. 
My time is spent on our public market, private market, and 
direct equity investments. Part of my role is expanding the 

groundbreaking investing work targeted toward accelerating 
the growth of a cleaner, low-carbon economy, improving 

the water quality and resil ience of the Mississippi River, and 
contributing to a thriving, sustainable Twin Cities metro area. 

Winning the Horatio Alger scholarship is much more than 
the ability to pay tuition, although the monetary award was 

crucial to alleviating the skyrocketing cost of college. The 
scholarship has brought me into a family consisting of my 

fellow Scholars who continue to surprise me with the breadth 
of their accomplishments, as well as Members who have 

turned into mentors. I am eternally grateful to all who make 
this possible. During the 2019 National Scholars Conference, I 
was privileged to serve as a Team Leader. While there, I could 

only think what a nice surprise the current National Scholars 
had when they realize how much the Association is dedicated 
to their success. I continue to be grateful for the journey I am 

on with the Horatio Alger Association. 
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JOHN CONHEENEY (HUSBAND OF MARY HIGGINS CLARK ’97)

JOAN MCKENNA (WIFE OF ANDREW J. MCKENNA ’93)

Life Partners

AS OF JANUARY 1, 2020 
The following are Members and Life Partners who have passed since the previous issue of The Forum. We remember them for their contributions to 
society and to this organization. They believed in our mission and we are grateful for their words of wisdom, their mentorship, and their participation. 
Their quotes—those words by which they most wanted to be remembered—tell us what is most important, how best to move forward, and how to get 
the most out of life. We celebrate them and extend our sympathies to their families and friends.

IN TRIBUTE

“When we have purpose, we 
can change the world.”
KENNETH E. BEHRING 2006

Chairman of the Board of Directors
Wheelchair Foundation

“Life is like a spinning top. 
You know what happens 
when it stops spinning.”

HAROLD BURSON 1986
Founder/Chairman
Burson-Marsteller

“In business, you’ve got to 
know your own strengths and 

weaknesses, and then concentrate 
on what you  do best.”

H. ROSS PEROT, SR. 1972
Founder, Perot Systems Corporation

Founder, Electronic Data Systems (EDS)

“This may be the most important 
piece of advice I have to give. 
Be happy and satisfied with 
what you do. Life is too short. 

If you’re not happy, find 
something else to do.”

T. BOONE PICKENS 2006
Chairman

BP Capital Management

“Successful people aren’t 
necessarily brighter or more 
talented. They’re successful 
because they are disciplined 

and dedicated.”
DAVID M. RODERICK 1988

Chairman and CEO
USX Corporation

“You must be self-motivated. 
Those who go ahead and  put 

in time and effort will 
succeed in whatever they 

undertake.”
ROBERT G. SCHWARTZ 1994

Chairman, President, and CEO, Retired
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company

“Get an education, and then do 
what you want to do and do it 

better. Become totally dedicated 
to the task in front of you, and 
you will eventually succeed.”

MANFRED STEINFELD 1981
Co-Founder, Chairman, and CEO

Shelby Williams Industries



HORATIO 
ALGER 
AWARDS
WASHINGTON, D.C.

73rd Annual 
April 2–4, 2020

74th Annual 
April 8-10, 2021

4TH ANNUAL EXCELLENCE GALA 
FALL 2020 | TORONTO, ONTARIO

FUTURE EVENTS

2020 MEMBERSHIP & BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS MEETING 

OCT. 7–9, 2020 | SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

STATE OF THE ASSOCIATION MEETING
& ALUMNI SUMMIT 

OCT. 8–10, 2021 | NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA



HORATIO ALGER ASSOCIATION OF DISTINGUISHED AMERICANS, INC. 
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